Together, we’re stronger

HALESOWEN BID

TERM 2
PROPOSAL

2022 -2027

Halesowen Business Improvement

This proposal provides information

District is committed to supporting

on how we plan to help Halesowen

our town in securing its future.

thrive.
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HALESOWEN BID

ABOUT
HALESOWEN BID
Why Halesowen Needs A BID
Halesowen is still falling victim to the increase in out

post-pandemic, in the UK. Without the much

of town and online shopping. Whilst the work of

needed investment the area could lose the current

the BID in its past term has stabilized footfall and in

gains and stability in trade. Businesses across

some cases encouraged greater footfall. During

the town have praised the BID for their work in

the reopening of the town we saw huge growth in

developing and maintaining Halesowen’s reputation

footfall year on year and in June 2020 we were

as a visitor magnet and its stronger image.

reported as the fastest recovering high street

A determined drive is needed to encourage our
independent retailers to continue to increase the
overall footfall for Halesowen in order for it to
remain a desirable shopping destination. With the
support and tools the BID has to offer we will
continue to see a thriving town that is full of
shoppers, as well as a source of employment,
growth and prosperity.

Together we’ll prosper, by creating a
brighter and stronger town; a visitor
magnet and a thriving,
attractive business destination;
enjoying a clean, safe and pleasant
area by all those that live, work
and socialise within it
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Our priority is to
support our businesses
and provide the
necessary services and
5 Years Of Dedicated Service
Maintaining standards in the town has become a
main role for the BID and therefore by finding
further solutions to improve them is an absolute
priority. The continued existence of a new way of
working together in Halesowen, through a Business
Improvement District, will continue to provide
new innovative solutions and forward thinking
approaches to the overall look and feel of the town;
continue to provide events that are no longer
affordable for the local authority, like Halesowenby-the-Sea and The Business Startup Market;
encourage new employers to see Halesowen as
a town in which their businesses can thrive and
tackle challenges that will enable new and existing
businesses to compete in the future. The BID has
provided much needed support for new businesses
and for levy payers with continued activity
throughout the pandemic and services such as
webinars, property advice, grant support &
collaborative marketing.

Here For You
Our team are dedicated to improving our town and
providing the necessary support and provisions
in order to create a thriving environment for
businesses, residents and visitors. By voting ‘YES’
you are helping to secure 5 years of support to
ensure your business has every opportunity to
succeed.

tools to create a town
that not just survives,
but thrives.
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WHAT WE WILL
ACCOMPLISH
Our BID proposal

The Halesowen BID understand the day-to-day challenges our local

focuses on three key

businesses face. Our town manager and town ambassador spend

areas in which we can
provide necessary
support to provide
a bright future for
Halesowen

time liaising with business owners, visitors and employees from across
the town listening to their stories and using this information to engage
and invest in solutions and support for our levy payers and the wider
business community.
Looking to the future of Halesowen we need to ensure we are
developing not only a strong local economy but continue our ambition
to create a thriving visitor location filled with experiential opportunities
to encourage visitors to explore and return to our town.
Lastly we will be conscious of our impact on the local environment and
utilise new funding streams and opportunities to make Halesowen a
greener, brighter town for the future.
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OUr Strategic
objectives provide a
roadmap for securing
a prosperous future
for our town and its
businesses.

Experiential Destination

Environmentally Focused

Faced with fierce competition from glitzy shopping

The BID will continue to invest in new ways to

centres and the lure of online shopping Halesowen

protect our environment and will also look to

needs to take every opportunity to create unique,

procure further funding to support our businesses

interesting and engaging events and activities to

with ways in which to improve their C02 output. By

attract visitors. By creating experiential activity we

supporting our businesses in reducing fossil fuel

can more easily communicate what Halesowen has

consumption we can assist with saving them money

to offer for visitors and by developing our creativity

on utility bills and further support their efforts to

in events and activities, we can work to introduce

re-use and recycle.

more short term and long term additions to our
town.

Economy Focused Support
With over 400 businesses within the BID area it is of paramount importance that they see a return on
investment if they are to survive. In order to do so business support needs to be provided by the BID in
order to up-skill and coach individuals to success.
In its first term the BID has supported local businesses with a hands-on approach, giving time and attention
to any of the members of the BID area when required. The Bid manager, ambassador and volunteers
have dedicated hours of their time patrolling the town, meeting, greeting and supporting businesses old
and new. We will continue our direct support for businesses and increase support mechanisms & direct
assistance.
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WHAT IS A BID?
A Business Improvement District
A Business Improvement District (BID) is an initiative

money and will only be spent on the agreed

that is funded by the businesses located within

projects outlined within this Business Plan*.

the defined BID area. The revenue generated is

BIDs are funded by a levy that is calculated based

managed by a BID Company, which is independent

on the rateable value (RV). This levy

from the local governing body (Dudley MBC), which

can be between 1-3% and run for between 3-5

is invested in projects with the sole aim of

years. In Halesowen’s case the levy will be

generating more business for the companies

1.25% and will run for 5 years in order to create a

involved. These projects are in addition to any that

sustainable future for the town (98% of

DMBC are currently undertaking or planning, it

BIDs have a 5-year term).

is not instead of those undertakings or plans. BIDs
establish baseline agreements with

*Dudley MBC has the duty to bill and collect the

the local authority and other statutory service

amount of the levy from each levy payer

providers (Police, Fire etc.) regarding the

and then pay the funds collected to the BID

current level of service provision in the area. As the

Company. For provision of this service, the

BID projects are separately managed

Council has the duty to deduct a small sum to cover

it means that they cannot be pulled at a later date if

its costs in administering this service.

the funding is required elsewhere by

The remaining balance is then paid in full to the BID

the government, the money is completely

Company.

protected. The net revenue generated is your
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The BID Area
The streets that fall within the BID area cover not only the town centre but also the surrounding areas and
consists of more than 400 companies in total. The BID area was defined geographically to include the core of the
town and the peripheral areas.

- Andrew Road

- High Street

(Car Park and Day Centre)

(including Plaza Mall)

- Birmingham Street

- Laurel Lane

- Bromsgrove Road

(Neville House and Halesowen Police Station)

(including Shenstone Trading Estate)

- Little Cornbow

- Bull Ring

(including Zion Church Centre)

- Cornbow Centre

- Mill Lane

(Hagley Mall and Queensway Mall)

- New Road (Trinity Point)

- Dudley Road (Halesowen College Annexe and

- Peckingham Street

Numbers 5, 5a & 11)

- Pool Road

- Earls Way

- Queensway (including Maybrook House)

- Furnace Lane (Earls High School)

- Rumbow

- Grammar School Lane (Borough Court)

- Stourbridge Road

- Great Cornbow (including Fountain House)

(2 & 10 Hales Court and Church Court)

- Hagley Road (from Lidl Supermarket towards the

- Summer Hill (1, 49 & 51)

town centre)

- Vine Lane

- Hagley Street

- Whitehall Road
- Manor Way
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FINANCIAL
DETAILS
Halesowen BID Levy
Some 40% of all levy payers in the Halesowen BID would pay less than
£450 per annum (£1.20 per day), many will pay much less, e.g. some
15% will pay less than £150 per annum or just 41p per day.

The BID Levy
The BID levy will raise approximately £600,000 that

With the average business paying

will be spent exclusively in the BID area over its 5

only 93p per week, you will be

year life. The amount of levy that will be required
from each business will be calculated at 1.25% of

helping to improve Halesowen not

their rateable value (RV). The below table provides

only for tour business, but for all

an idea of the amount that you will be liable to pay.

businesses and our future.
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The BID Company must by law spend all of the
levy income during the five-year life of the BID
and so any reserves built up over the time must
be allocated and spent before the 31st July
2027.
Experiential Destination

Economy Focused

27%

Eco Friendly Environment

Financial Projections
The statistics upon which these projections are
based are reasonable estimates but which may vary
when the true income and expenditure has been

Overheads

12%

established.
The actual amount of the levy income will depend
upon the amount collected by Dudley MBC and
passed to the BID Company.

Levy Collection

The costs of employees is partly covered in the
overheads section for the day to day running of
the BID Company, but appropriate additional
proportions are also included in the costs of each of
the various projects to reflect their true cost.

Reserves

4%

3%

35%

19%
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WHAT WE’VE ACHIEVED
During its first term the Halesowen BID secured over £300,000 in additional investment for Halesowen.
Our direct business engagement provided much needed support for our businesses suffering from the
challenges of the COVID-19 Pandemic and our events & public realm improvements have increased footfall.

The BID has increased

During its first term the Halesowen BID has worked hard to gain

opportunities to gain

access to funding streams made available both locally and nationally.

further funding for
Halesowen. It has

The BID has been successful in bidding and lobbying for additional
support during a crucial time for Halesowen’s businesses. Whilst
financially benefiting the town’s future the BID has also improved the

established new

town’s public realms with picnic benches and parklets and it has also

avenues of funding for

worked closely with local services and groups to improve inclusivity

regional development.

with dementia friendly projects and autism awareness.

Working hard for the future of our town. The Halesowen BID has
achieved great success in these key areas.

A Visitor Magnet

A Business Hub

An Attractive Location

During its first term the

We have worked closely with new

Improvements to security have

Halesowen BID have launched

businesses arriving in Halesowen.

assisted in making Halesowen a

and improved several high profile

Our support has assisted the

more attractive location for new

events through the year including

creation of and start-up of

businesses and visitors as well

Halesowen Beach, Black Country

several new business locations in

as building a closer business

Day, Easter Fun Day, Halloween

the town. During the COVID-19

community. Our investment in

Activities, Santa’s Grotto and the

pandemic, we were able to

developing our public realm has

Halesowen Christmas Lights

deliver direct advice and support

created beautiful spaces and

to businesses in need.

areas for visitors to socialise.
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COVID-19

Footfall Increase

Halesowen On The Map

During the Covid-19 pandemic

Halesowen had the greatest

In 2022 Halesowen was once

we worked closeley with the local

footfall recovery rate in the UK

again back on the map. The BID

authority to ensure all available

in 2020. Footfall in the town

has worked closely with West

grants and financial support had

had increased year on year and

Midlands Railway to include

been delivered to our levy payers

Halesowen was at for front of

Halesowen as part of Rowley

faster than any other town in the

national high street recovery.

Regis train station.

region.

Our work is just beginning, our aim is to continue
to deliver the necessary support and services to
help Halesowen thrive.
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VOTE YES
HALESOWEN
FOR

THANK YOU

07786 937989

info@halesowenbid.co.uk

Halesowen BID, Somers Square

